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Chronology is the backbone of history. ... Without exact chronology
there can be no exact history. Until a correct chronology of a nation
has been established, the events of that nation cannot be correctly
integrated into the events of neighboring states. If history is to be a
true and exact science, then it is of fundamental importance to
construct a sound chronological framework about which may be
fitted the events of states and the international world. — Edwin
Thiele, The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings, Chapter 1



Synchronisms There was in the days of Herod, the
he ab f absol dating, d ~ :
stabliched by the presence of e ormare KNG Of Judea, ... (Luke 1:5)

key figures. In this case:

= Herod “The Great” ruled Judea from 37 And It Came to paSS in those days
Fo B e that a decree went out from Caesar
LR ¢ rA tus was Roman Emperor
from 27,8C to 14AD . Augustus that all the world should

" Quirinius was govemor of syrafrom 6 AD e registered. This census first took

place while Quirinius was governing
Syria (Luke 2:1-2)



Problem 1: Different dating schemes

Israel Non-ascension year dating with years beginning on Nisan (March/April)
7| 8| 9|10
112 |34 |5]1||l6 |7 |8 9|10
0O(1|2 |3 |4 |5|6]|7]8
Judah Ascension year dating with years beginning on Tishri (September/October)



Ascension and non-ascension year reckoning

Ahaziah Uzziah/ Jehoiakim
Solomon Abijah Jehoshaphat Joash Azariah Ahaz Manasseh Josiah \ Zedekiah

/
Rehoboam Asa Jehoram Athaliah  Amaziah Jotham  Hezekiah Amon Jehoahaz Jehoiachin

Omri Ahaziah Jehu

AR

Jeroboam | Zimri Ahab Joram Jehoahaz Jeroboam Il

Hoshea

I Ascension year reckoning

I Non-ascension year reckoning



Problem 2: Coregencies and rival reigns

Israel

Judah

Omri & Tibni

Jehoash & Jeroboam I

Menahem (& Pekahiah) & Pekah

Rivals. Israel divided (I Kings
16:21-22)

Coregency due to imminent war
(Il Kings 14:8-13;
Il Chronicles 25:18-23)

Rivals. Two nations in the north
(Hosea 5:5)

Asa & Jehoshaphat

Jehoshaphat & Jehoram

Amaziah & Azariah / Uzziah

Azariah & Jotham

Jotham & Ahaz

Hezekiah & Manasseh

Coregency due to Asa’s illness (I
Kings 15:23;
Il Chronicles 16:12)

Coregency due to imminent war
(I Kings 22:4, 32-33; 1l Kings 8:16)

Coregency due to Amaziah’s
captivity in Israel (Il Kings 14:8-
13; Il Chronicles 25:21-24)

Coregency due to Azariah’s
leprosy (Il Kings 15:5;
Il Chronicles 26:21)

Coregency. Ahaz involved in pro-
Assyrian coup (Il Kings 16:7)

Coregency due to Hezekiah’s
illness (1l Kings 20:6;
Il Chronicles 32:24)

Source: Thiele, Edwin, The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings, Grand Rapids, Ml, Zondervan, 1983, pp 61



Israel

1000 BC

Egypt

Assyria

Babylon

v v 841 Jehu pays tribute (Black
Py Batliejel Rargy obelisk of Shalmaneser IlI)

900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC 500 BC
XXV:-6-Kings from-Ethiopia (Cush) XXVI:-6 Kings from-Sais
Shabako Taharko Nekhao (Necho) Haibre Apries Psametik llI
712- 610- 589-
740-713 698 690-664 664-610 e = 570-526
Usermare Piye Shebitko Psametik | Psametik Il Amosis
763BC @

@ 7218cC

Neo-Assyrian Period
Ashur-nasir-gal 1l

Shalmaneser |V

Adad-nirari Il Shamshi-Adad V

Shalmanesser V
935-912 | 912-891

Assur-nirarir V Sennacherib
824- 773
884-859 859-824 811 811783 755
Tukulti-Ninurta Il Shalmaneser I
AshurDan Il

Ashur-Dan Ill
Adad-nirari lll

Tiglath-pileser llI

744- 721-
Dynasty IX

Shamash-mudammiq Marduk-balassu-igbi

v 664 Sack of Thebes by Assurbanipal
Ashur-etil-ilami
Senshumu-liser
Sin-shar-ishur
Assurbanipal

Assur-uballit 11

609 End of Assyrian Empir

ol ICEs 668-629 V 612 FauLobemhgvl\a;Ih o 39 Fall of Babylon
] - 3 abashi-Mardu
5 kings Eriba-Marduk : Evil-Merodach
Nabu-apla-iddina Marduk-bel-zeri | Nabonassar Nabopolassar Cyrus
943-920 %%%‘ 888-855 8556-819 § 625-05 %533
Nabu-shuma-ukin | ' _Ninurta-apla-X Nabu-shuma-  Sargon || Esarhaddon Nebuchadnezzar Il © Nabonidus
Mar-biti-ahhe-iddina Marduk-zakir-shumi | ishkun

Neriglissar



The anchor: Ahab and Jehu

Judah

Israel

Assyria

Jehoshaphat Ahaziah Joash

872-848 I 836-797

Jehoram : Athaliah

Tibni Omri AABzizRh Jehu

Zimri Ahab <—Joram—> Jehoahaz
12 years
841 Jehu pays tribute (Black
PIS Rt LA ¥y V' cobeiisk of Shalmaneser Iil
’ ' — e
890 880 870 860 850 840 830 820 810 800
6th year 18t year
859-824

Shalmaneser ll|



Kings to 841 BC

92 official years / 90 actual years

Abijah Jehoshaphat Ahaziah
f; 931-913 l 911-870 872-848
v Rehoboam Asa Jehoram
Nadab Elah Tibni Omri Ahaziah
E 931-910 I 909-886 I“ 874-853 I
i Jeroboam | Baasha Zimri Ahab Joram
930 920 910 900 890 880 870 860 850

840

98 official years / 90 actual years



Judah

Israel

1000 BC

Egypt

Assyria

Babylon

Solomon

Abijah Jehoshaphat Joash

%:?5_ |I 911-870 872-847 II 836-797

Rehoboam Asa Jehoram Athaliah

701 Sennacherib v
besieges Jerusalem

609 Josiah slain byv
Pharoah Necho

v 586 Destruction of Jerusalem

: Il Kings 25:8
970-930 (” Klngs 1813-1937) (” Kings 2329) ( g )
(Herodotus II. 141)
Elah Tibni
Nadab Omr| Ahaziah Jehu
%?;10 909-886 874-853 | 841-814 @ @ 723 E;nd of Kingdom of Israel
Jeroboam | Zimri  Ahab Jehoahaz -
Baasha Joram . :
853 Battle of Qargar v %;"‘Jsihgf Fé?:;ri-"at:g:e(ﬁ'ﬁ)ck v 723 Israel carried into captivity
' by Shalmanessar V i ]
743 MenahemW (il Kings 17:6)
900 BC 800 BC 57 Pt 700 BC 600 BC 500 BC
Jehoash pays tribute to Adad- XXV 6 Klngs from Ethiopia (Cush) XX;/I: 6 Kings fgrom Sais
nirari IIl (Tel er-Rimah Stela)v Shabako Taharko ~Nekhao (Necho): . Haibre Apries Psametik Il
740713 |42 | 690664 664-610 S8 570-526
Usermars Piye :Shebitko Psametik | EPsametik [ Amosis
v 664 Sack of Thbbes by Assurbanlpal
. . Ashur-etil-ilami :
Neo-Assyrian Period: E S.enshum.u -liser
Ashur-nasir-pal Il Shalmaneser IV Shalmanesser:V Sin-shar-ishur ; g
Adad-nirari Il Shamshi-Adad V Assur-nirgrir V Sennacherib  Assurbanipal Assur-uballit Il
935912 | 912:891 884-859 850824 | gt 811783 ks 609 End of Assyrian Empir
Tukulti-Ninurta Il Shalmaneser llI Ashur-Dan [l 3 :
AshurDan Il Adad-nirari lll

Tiglath-pileser Il _,,

s 668-629 v 612 FaII of Ninevah 39 Fall of Babylon
_ Dynasty X 3 : Labashi-Marduk
Shamash-mudammiq Marduk-balassu-igbi 5 kings Eriba-Marduk : Evils Merodach
Nabu-apla-iddina Marduk-bel-zeri | Nabonassar Nabopolassar  : Cyrus
| . T
943-920 %%% 888-855 855-819 &\ 625-05 5553%
Nabu-shuma-ukin | _ _Ninurta-apla-X Nabu-shuma-  Sargon Il Esarhaddon Nebuchadnezzar Il / Nabonidus
Mar-biti-ahhe-iddina Marduk-zakir-shumi | ishkun

Neriglissar



Kings from 800-700 BC

Azariah / Uzziah Ahaz
G
'g 792-740 735-716 716-687
Amaziah Jotham Hezekiah
Jehoash Zechariah Menahem Pekah :
o _ 723 Israel carried into captivity :
§ 798 793-753 A yiyEy) 732-723 [ by Shamanessar V 5
@ 782 | (Il Kings 17:6)
Jehoash paysitibute to Adad- & . Jeroboam || Shallum Pekahiah Hoshea ;
" e i ! 701 Sennacherib
nirari Il (Tel er-Rimah stela) : besieges Jerusalem
' 743 Menahem pays tribute to ’ . . :
v Tiglath-pileser Il (Il Kings 15:19-20) v E:nggztajﬂ 31'191')37) v
800 7290 780 770 760 750 740 730 720 710 5700
; Shalmaneser IV Ashur-nirarir V. Shalmanesser V Sennacherib
© : ' ' '
(7]
<
Adad-nirari lll Ashur-Dan I Tiglath-pileser Il Sargon Il

776 First Olympiad Y/ Y 753 Rome founded



Judah

Assyria  Egypt

Babylon

The last years of Judah

Manasseh

697-643

680 670
Taharko

664 Manasseh taken
by king of Assyria?

660

650

Amon

640

609 Josiah slain by Pharaoh Nechov

630

Jehoahaz

Jehoiachin

Josiah Jehoiakim Zedekiah

641-609 ‘ 609-598 I 596-586

620 610

664-610

664 Sack of Thebes Y

680-669

Esarhaddon

Assurbanipal

Psametik |

Assur-ubfalit Ii

Sin-shar-ishir

v 63:2 Fall

I$lekhao (Nech(éw)

& 605 Battle! of Carchemish

of Ninevah ;

v 597 First cap'éivity

600 | 590

(Jeremiah46:2)

Nebuchadnezzar:l|

586 Fall of
Jerusalem

580

605-562

Nabopolassar

¥\“ \:\:



Solomon

Abijah
931- |I

915
Rehoboam Asa

Jehoshaphat

872-847 II

Jehoram Athaliah

911-870

Judah

970-930

Elah Tibni

Joash

836-797

Uzziah/
Azariah

P

Ahaz

Manasseh Josiah  \ Zedekiah

I 639-609

697-643

%
Amon Jehoahaz Jehoiachin

Amaziah Jotham Hezekiah
701 Sennacherib VvV 609 Josiah slain by ' 586 Destruction of Jerusalem
besg—zges Jerusalem Pharoah Necho : (I Kings 25:8)
(I'Kings 18:13-19:37) (Il Kings 23:29)

Shallum (Herodotus II. 141)

Zechariah
Jehoash

Menahem
Pekah

Nadab LOmri Ahaziah Jehu
oo I 909-886 874-853' 841814

Israel

814- F 793-753

723 End of Kingdom of Israel

Jeroboam | Zimri  Ahab
Baasha Joram

966 Foundation of
853 Battle of Qarqar v

Solomon’s temple laid

Jehoahaz

841 Jehu pays tribute (Black
obelisk of Shalmaneser Ill)

798 }
Jeroboam Il Hoshfea

Pekahiah

723 |Israel carried into captivity

by Shalmanessar V

(I Kings 6:1) 743 Menahemv ¢ (Il Kings 17:6)
1000 BC 900 BC 800 BC £ Pt - 700 BC 600 BC 500 BC
Jehoash pays tribute to Adad- v XXV: 6 Kings from-Ethiopia (Cush) XX§/I: 6 Kings from Sais
nirari Il (Tel er-Rimah stela) i Shabako Taharko Nekhao (Necho): . Haibre Apries Psametik Il
712- 610- 589-
Egypt 740713 [  |1690:664 664-610 o10- IR 570-526
Usermare Piye :Shebitko Psametik | Psametik Il Amosis
; v 664 Sack of Thebes by Assurbanipal
. . Ashur-etil-ilami
Neo-Assyrian Period —S.enshum.u liser
Ashur-nasir-pal Il Shalmaneser IV Shalmanesser V Sin-shar-ishur
Adad-nirari Il Shamshi-Adad V Assur-nirarir V Sennacherib  Assurbanipal Assur-uballit Il

Assyria 935-912 | 912-891 884-859 850824 | gt 811783 ks 609 End of Assyrian Empir
Tukulti-Ninurta Il Shalmaneser I Ashur-Dan Il
AshurDan Il Adad-nirari lll
Tiglath-pileser 1l -

e sl RS 70:co1 668-629 W 612 Fall of Ninevah 39 Fall of Babylon
1 Dynasty IX™— j : Labashi-Marduk
Shamash-mudammiq Marduk-balassu-igbi 5 kings Eriba-Marduk © Evil-Merodach
Nabu-apla-iddina Marduk-bel-zeri | Nabonassar Nabopolassar Cyrus
920- "N 555-
Ba bylon 943020 |00 888-855 855-819 k 62505 604-562 et
Nabu-shuma-ukin | Ninurta-apla-X Nabu-shuma-  Sargon Il Esarhaddon Nebuchadnezzar Il / Nabonidus

Mar-biti-ahhe-iddina

Marduk-zakir-shumi |

ishkun Neriglissar



Egyptian synchronisms in the old and new chronologies

Samuel Saul 9
Solomon Abijah
931-915 . 911-870
Eli Rehoboam Asa
925 “Shishak” carries
1010-970 970-930 | away temple treasures
|
; Nadab
931-910 I 909-886
Ishbosheth ~ David Jeroboam | Baasha
1 'I |
: 1 |
' I M—
1080 1060 1040 10200 | 1000 980 960 940 1 920 900
1 1 |
Rameses XI Amenemnisu e Amenemope Siamun Sheshonq
ocC - 1069-1043 I 1039-993 - 959-945 EECVLE-pY! 924-889
Smendes | Psusennes | Osorkon the Elder Psusennes Il | Osorkon |
SR Ay Rameses ||
NC - 990-962 943-877

Akenaten Horemheb
Tutankhamun
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