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Modern

* James Ussher, an Irish Anglican
Bishop, wrote his Annals of the
World in 1650

* Creation in 4004 BC
* Floodin 2348 BC

* Sir Isaac Newton did chronological
work that was published after his
death

* Many others have proposed
alternatives to Ussher’s chronology

All of the ancient and modern
Chronologies prior to the 20t century
were textual studies, without the
benefit of archaeology

Ancient

* Flavius Josephus, a Jewish priest,
wrote his Antiquities of the Jews in
the 15t century AD

e Eusebius, a Christian bishop, wrote
his chronicle in the early 4t century
AD. He also wrote an early church
history.

» Several others histories and
chronologies were written in ancient
times

Ancient chroniclers had access to
manuscripts that are now lost and to
older versions of those that are
available to us today



Seven Problems in Old Testament Chronology

1. When was creation? — Genesis 5

2. When was the flood? — Genesis 11
3. When was Joseph in Egypt? — Exodus 12:40

4. When was the Exodus? — | Kings 6:1

5. When did the Judges rule?

6. When did the Hebrew Kings live? — | & Il Kings, | & Il Chronicles

7. When was the seventy year captivity?
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Ascension and non-ascension reckoning

Israel Non-ascension year dating with years beginning on Nisan (March/April)
7| 8| 9|10
112 |34 |5]1||l6 |7 |8 9|10
0O(1|2 |3 |4 |5|6]|7]8
Judah Ascension year dating with years beginning on Tishri (September/October)



To the fall of Jerusalem, 586 BC
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Ramesses |

Seti |

Old and new chronologies
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To the foundation of the temple, 966 BC
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Ramesses Il and the Exodus

= “Therefore they set taskmasters over
them to afflict them with their
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh
supply cites, Pithom and Raamses.
(Exodus 1:11 NKJV)

® The city of Raamses was constructed
by Ramesses |l (The Great), so doesn’t
this make him the Pharaoh of the
Exodus?

= All of the archaeological and other
textual evidence indicates that
Ramesses Il is NOT the Pharaoh of the
Exodus

= The Children of Israel did build a city
at the site that later became Raamses,
but in an earlier time when it was
known as Avaris

= The occurrence of the name Raamses
must then be due to a later update
(the name is also used in Genesis in
the time of Joseph)



The Exodus to David
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How long was Israel in Egypt?

Long Sojourn

Short Sojourn

= Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived
in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years (Exodus
12:40, Masoretic text — NKJV)

= Now the time that the children of Israel lived in the
land of Egypt was four hundred thirty years
(Exodus 12:40, Dead Sea Scrolls 4Q14, 2Q2 —
dssenglishbible.com)

430 Years

= Now the residence of the sons of Israel during

which they dwelt in the land, Egypt, and in the
land of Chanaan, was four hundred and thirty
years. (Exodus 12:40, Septuagint — NETS)

And this | say, that the law, which was four
hundred and thirty years later [after the promise to
Abraham], cannot annul the covenant that was
confirmed before by God in Christ, that it should
make the promise of no effect (Galatians 3:17 —
NKJV)

= They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus, on the

fifteenth day of the lunar month; four hundred and
thirty years after our forefather Abraham came
into Canaan, but two hundred and fifteen years
only after Jacob removed into Egypt (Josephus, Ant
Book Il XV:2)

215 Years



Abraham to the descent into Egypt: 215 years
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The Sojourn

Old Chronology

2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BC 1800 BC 1700 BC 1600 BC 1500 BC
Nebhepetre Nebtawyre Kheperkare Khakheperre Nimaatre Sobekkare Amenhotep |
Mentuhotep | ntef i Mentuhotep Il Mentuhotep IV~ Senusret | Senusret |1 Amenemhat |l Sobekneferu ol Thutmose || _{\menhotep I
- & - | A A S T S T T T T T T T T T T T T T T AT AT . AT T T T T T T A A A ¥ A 1550-
21182089 2602010 oot Toritaza N 1o20-1805 B tac0tets s s P - 15051452 N s |
Intef | : Intef 111 Sankhkare  Sehetepibre Nubkaure akaure Maakherure  Sobekhotep | Kamose Thitmose |  Thutmose Ill Exodus in year 9 of the
| Mentuhotep Ill  Amenemhat| Amenemhat I Senusret Il Amenemhat IV s f i reign of Amenhotep Il
XI: 8 Kings from Thebes XII: 8 Kings from Thebes XlI: Kings from Thebes XVI: Kings fom Thebes: 'é\r/r:‘lr?:bg:s XV ngs from Diaspolis
i i
! !
| Judah Peni% Hezron Ram Amminadab Nashon
| (e o B i e = g o by T e e e - el Ry ey gt o e Ly o
Abraham ! : Joseph I
FEg
! A A Moses in Moses in
| Isaac L : Jacob arrives in Egypt at i =
Abram departs from Y | l | age 130 (Genesis 47:28) gypl idian GRS
Haran, age 75 : : - 4 i i
e 19 aco
Genssisiia) I 1 Abram in Egypt +/-
] | Genesis 12:10 | ,
Il | 3 f
[ | Four hundred thirty years in Egypt (Exodus 12:40-41)
1= - | Years of Plenty Lean Years
1| |
| | ! ;
o e EAE S Hezron _ _ _ _ ot} fon - 53 Amminadab_ ! Nashon__ = Both the old chronology
bij o
| [
1 . (long sojourn) and the new
1=l | Q
e : Mosesin  Mosesin (St chronology (short sojourn)
Egypt Midian A
(| ! h
= . place Joseph in the late 12t
- . |
: Four hundred thirty years in Egypt angd Canaan (Exodus 12:40-41, LXX) Dyn aSty
XI: 8 Kings from Thebes XI1: 8 Kings from Thebes } Xill: Kings from Thebes
|
INebhepetre Nebtawyre Kheperkare Khakheperre Nimaatre Sobekkare Sobekhatep Il n
Intef 1l Mentuhotep I Mentuhotep IV Senusret | Senusret I Amknemhat |ll  Sobekneferu Sobekhotep 1V Th e a rc h a eo I og I Ca I eVI d e n Ce
o B RN [ g Ty T A [ | -
1803-1774 | 7741730 1712 - 18-kings - 9kings D places Joseph In the perlod
Intef | Intef Il Nubkaure Khakaure : \Sobekhotep | Neferhotep | Dudimose
Amenemhat || Senusret IIf Of Se nus ret I I I an d
|
' Amenemhat IlI
1900 BC 1800 BC 1700 BC 1600 BC 1500 BC

New Chronology <



ocC

NC

Recap

2000 BC 1500 BC 1000 BC 500 BC

1BC

2166 1876
Birth of Abraham

1446 966 586

Jacob arrives in Egypt
Exodus Fall of Jerusalem

Foundation of the Temple
Year 4 of Solomon

6. When did the Hebrew Kings live?
5. When did the Judges rule?
4. When was the Exodus?

Birth of Abraham
1951 1661

3. When was Joseph in Egypt?



Generations in the Masoretic and Septuagint

Genesis 11: From the Flood to Abraham

Masoretic Septuagint
m Generation Total Age Elapsed Generation
Shem 2* 600 2 2* 600 2
Arphaxad 35 438 37 135 535 137
Salah 20 433 57 130 460 267
Eber 34 464 91 134 404 401
Peleg 32 249 123 130 339 531
Reu 32 239 155 132 339 663
Serug 30 230 185 130 330 793
Nahor 29 148 214 79 208 872
Terah 130 205 344 130 205 1002
Abraham 100 175 444 100 175 1102

444 <4mm Difference of 658 years mmmmp 1102

*Years after the flood. Shem was 100 when Arphaxad was born and lived 500 years after the flood

S



Years

Generations in the Masoretic and Septuagint

Genesis 5 Genesis 11
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Potential dates for Creation and the Flood

Old / Long Sojourn Masoretic 4,166 BC 2,510 BC
Old / Long Sojourn Septuagint 5,410 BC 3,168 BC
New / Short Sojourn Masoretic 3,951 BC (Ussher 4,004) 2,295 BC (Ussher 2,348)
New / Short Sojourn Septuagint 5,195 BC 2,953 BC



3000 BC

The Flood to the Exodus in the New Chronology
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